
ME & MY GOVERNMENT
TOWN • STATE • FEDERAL | Leaders serve the public and share power.

TOWN • LOCAL

West Tisbury
STATE

Massachusetts
FEDERAL • NATIONAL

United States

Examples: town roads • library • parks

GOVERNOR

Maura Healey
Leads the state’s
executive branch.

OUR STATE LAWMAKERS

Examples: state parks • school funding

PRESIDENT

Donald Trump
Leads the federal
executive branch.

Examples: passports • national defense

MY VOICE MATTERS
I can ask questions, share ideas,
and help my community.

Levels tell where government works.
Branches tell how power is shared.

State and federal courts also share power.
West Tisbury is our school’s town.
Your home town may be different.

SELECT BOARD

Cynthia Mitchell
Select Board member

Skipper Manter
Select Board member

Jessica Miller
Select Board member

The board sets town policy.
Town Meeting voters vote on town
spending and bylaws.

Julian Cyr
State senator • Cape and Islands

Thomas Moakley
State representative

OUR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
Elizabeth Warren
U.S. senator

Ed Markey
U.S. senator

Bill Keating
U.S. representative

Selected leaders • Offices checked October 20, 2026 • Photo edition October 22, 2026 • Credits on page 4.
An MVPCS student
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MY GOVERNMENT CONNECTIONS
Use the chart. Notice a leader. Ask a question.

Name: ______________________ Date: __________

1. FIND THREE PEOPLE

On the chart:
• Circle the governor.
• Underline a Select Board member.
• Put a star beside our U.S. representative.

2. THINK • PAIR • SHARE

A town park needs a safer path. Which level of
government would you ask for help first? Tell your
partner why.
Level: ______________________________
Leader or group: ______________________

3. MY VOICE MATTERS

Write one question you could ask that leader or group.
Share it with the class.

Remember: No single leader makes every decision.

TEACHER NOTES & SOURCES
Town example: West Tisbury, where MVPCS is located.
Students’ home towns may have different local leaders. The
chart shows selected offices; courts and other officials also
have responsibilities.

Quick key: Governor: Maura Healey. Select Board: any of the
three listed members. U.S. representative: Bill Keating. Park
question: start with town government; accept a relevant local
group and explanation.

CURRENT LEADERS CHECKED OCTOBER 20, 2026

West Tisbury: Select Board
MA Secretary: Guide to Town Meetings
MA Secretary: Governor and state officers
MA Legislature: Senator Julian Cyr
MA Legislature: Representative Thomas Moakley
White House: President Donald Trump
U.S. Senate: Massachusetts senators
U.S. House: Representative Bill Keating
USAGov: Branches of government
MVPCS: School location

Images: Healey, Massachusetts Governor’s Office; Trump, White
House; Cyr and Moakley, MA Legislature; state seal, Massachusetts
Design System. Student is a fictional AI-generated illustration. Civic icon
is an original drawing.

Examples show common responsibilities. Levels of government can
work together on the same problem.

MVPCS • Classroom resource • Student chart on page 1

https://www.westtisbury-ma.gov/government/select_board/index.php
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/cis/download/Guide_to_Town_Meetings.pdf
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/cis/government/constitutional-officers.htm
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/JAC0
https://malegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/TWM1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/donald-j-trump/
https://www.senate.gov/states/MA/intro.htm
https://keating.house.gov/about/full-biography
https://www.usa.gov/branches-of-government
https://mvpcs.org/


PHOTO CREDITS
Each added photograph is paired with its published name or caption.

Cynthia Mitchell
Courtesy of Sam Mitchell / The MV Times.

Open photo source

Elizabeth Warren
U.S. Senate / Biographical Directory of Congress.

Open photo source

Skipper Manter
Jeremy Driesen / The MV Times, 2022. Photo shows
Manter during his police retirement celebration.

Open photo source

Ed Markey
U.S. Senate / Biographical Directory of Congress.

Open photo source

Jessica Miller
Jeanna Shepard / The Vineyard Gazette.

Open photo source

Bill Keating
Office of the Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives.

Open photo source

Retained images: Maura Healey, Massachusetts Governor’s Office; Donald Trump, White House; Julian Cyr and Thomas Moakley,
Massachusetts Legislature; state seal, Massachusetts Design System. Student illustration is fictional and AI-generated.

Printing: Page 1 is the 11×17 landscape poster. Page 2 is the letter-size landscape chart. Page 3 contains the activity and factual
sources. This page provides the additional photo credits.

Photos are cropped for the page layout. This is an educational classroom resource.

https://www.mvtimes.com/2026/06/18/cynthia-mitchell-recognized-as-outstanding-ceo/
https://www.senate.gov/states/MA/intro.htm
https://www.mvtimes.com/2022/08/01/manter-retires-west-tisbury-pd/
https://www.senate.gov/states/MA/intro.htm
https://vineyardgazette.com/news/2026/04/09/two-vie-west-tisbury-select-board-seat/
https://clerk.house.gov/members/K000375

